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,/“\% When does Lent end?

Lent is a sacred time of year when we as Christians have accepted
the invitation to pause, reflect, and renew our faith.
It is a tfime to draw closer to God through prayer, fasting, and acts of love.
We are now at the end of our Lenten season.

However, Lent does not end because we have completed a spiritual course,
achieved sufficient penitence, or arrived at some interior readiness
for Easter. Lent ends because it has done its work. And its work is not to
prepare us to act, but to bring us to the place where we
no longer have the power to act.

If Lent were to continue, it would suggest that there is still something
for us to do, one last inward adjustment to make, one final lesson to learn before
Christ can proceed. But that would be a lie. The gospel does not wait for our
readiness. So Lent stops here. Palm Sunday does not extend Lent.

It interrupts it.
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Palm Sunday does not belong o Lent because Palm Sunday is no longer about
what we can do for ourselves. It is about Christ's decision for us. The focus
shifts decisively. The movement is no longer inward. It is forward.

Jesus does not wait at the edge of Jerusalem to see whether we have learned
enough, repented deeply enough, or understood clearly enough. He goes in anyway.

Jesus's triumphal entry on Palm Sunday must begin Holy Week because Holy
Week is no longer about our preparation for the cross;
It is about Christ's determination to go to the cross.

From this point on, the story no longer pauses to ask where we stand. It tells us
what Christ does. And none of this depends on us understanding it in advance.
Lent ends with the Fifth Sunday because Lent is about being brought to the end
of ourselves. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday because Holy Week is about
what Christ does after we have reached that end.

We do not move from Lent into Holy Week because we are ready.

We move because Christ is ready—ready to carry misunderstanding, failure,
silence, and death all the way through to the end.

And from that point on, the story is no longer about our exposure.

It is about His gift!



“He is not here;

for he has been raised.”
Matthew 28:6

This is what we proclaim on Easter Sunday
and every day following.
Because of God's greatest promise,
Christ lives!
And through Christ's life, death and
resurrection we are granted

grace upon grace.

Through this unfailing, unfaltering, unparalleled love, we
are set free to be people of the resurrection, covered fﬁ?
by grace and forgiven. Therefore, in this grace we
receive from Christ Jesus, we give God our praise and
thanksgiving. For the light of Christ is found in the
resurrection, we see Christ in his glory and we receive
the gift of grace. Christ's light will shine and guide our
steps. It is through Jesus Christ that we are forgiven,
set free, and saved by grace. There is no greater love

than this and nothing compares to this grace.

" Almighty God has restored humanity, and in God's mercy, we

are called to share this love and grace with all whom we

THE WAV THFTH T THR LIEE Because we know this only through Jesus Christ, who is,

encounter. Let the light of Christ shine in your hearts,
illumine your path and guide your comings and goings so that

you might always know the way, the truth, and the light.

who was, and who will always be our Savior and Lord.
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Please join us for aam worship on Palm Sunday, the first day of Holy Week,

as we celebrate Jesus Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

his final Passover with his disciples. Also on this night, we will also observe
Good Friday, the day Jesus willingly suffered and died by crucifixion

as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins.
On Easter morning, April 5, we will worship together, with trumpet and song,
and gloriously celebrate the day Jesus was raised from
the dead, heralding his victory over sin and death as we remember
a God who gave everything so we might know the
comfort and promise of grace. HALLELUIA!
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SAMUEL BIRTHDAYS

10th~ Jewwny Contreras
1Mth~ Jeff Coltvet
1ath~ Jessica Mcllelland

COMMUNITY PRONRCT

: The Little Disciples will
2 4t~ Cash W\or@aw continue their

: Quarters4Christ
27t~ Drew —DOOIG\.{ campaign supporting

20th~ Lindsay Worgan The Ronald McDonald
L House

;'\\' 2 ¢ Quarters (and $100 bills) will
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be collected on
Children’'s Sunday during
April and May
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