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“And He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the
Gospel to the whole creation.”” — Mark 16:15

The mission of the church is clear—proclaim the Gospel to the world.
In Mark 16:15, Jesus commissions His disciples to take the message of salvation to
all corners of the earth. This mission is just as relevant today as it was
when Jesus spoke these words.

Prayer is an essential part of the church’s growth. Prayer invites God’s hand to work
in powerful ways. Prayer aligns us with God’s will and empowers us as a
congregation to fulfill the Great Commission—to proclaim the Gospel to the world.

I would like to encourage you to prioritize prayer in 2026 as we move forward as
members of Samuel Lutheran. It is through prayer that the church can discern
God'’s direction and receive the strength and resources necessary to reach the world.
A praying church is a church ready to step into the mission field, trusting God to
open doors and provide opportunities. Through prayer, the church grows in
spiritual strength and becomes a powerful force for spreading the Gospel.

As you spread the Gospel, I challenge you to invite them to church!

Let us Pray
Heavenly Father,

We thank You for the mission You have given to Your church—to go into all the
world and proclaim the Gospel. We recognize that this is a mission that can only be
accomplished through Your strength and guidance. We pray that You would give us
the vision, resources, and courage to fulfill this calling. Help us to keep the mission

at the heart of every decision we make as a congregation. May our actions reflect

Your love and the hope of salvation found in Christ.

Lord, we also pray for the growth of Your church. Open doors for ministry and out-
reach, and equip us to serve those in need. We trust that You will provide everything
we need to carry out Your mission. May the Gospel continue to spread through our
efforts, and may we always remain faithful to the calling
You have placed on our lives. Amen.
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All are invited:

@% Adult Sunday School

Sunday Mornin will resume Jan. 4
Adult Study 8

MEALS ON WHEELS i
I January 18th

", Immediately after Worship :
I Reschedule date Jan 25 i

Week of January 19




January Birthdays
4th—Cody Ramsey
12th—Alana Ketchum
15th— Kati Olson
21st -Marge Brown
23rd— Darin Grandgeorge
24th— Phyllis Hansen
28th-Shawn Baack
29th-Croix Rutherford
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1 Thessalonians 1:3

We are thankful for so many willing and gifted hands joining together
to do what is necessary to continue the ministry at
Samuel Lutheran Church.
It has been a privilege and a blessing that God has brought us
together to serve on the Church Council.

As we approach the Annual Meeting,
Please take some time to recognize our Church Council.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MANY YEARS OF SERVICE

Kerry Elston Melanie Olson Sue White Barb Dooley
Paul Tokheim Dale Baack Mark Ketchum
Andrew Wagner Drew Dooley Tim Dooley

And our new 2026 members Jacob Groth and Gayleen Rutherford

We may not always realize it, but everything we do affects not only our
lives, but touches others, tool It takes a lot of behind the scenes time
and energy to assist with the many tasks required to keep
Samuel Church running smoothly.

Thank you Vicki Wagner for you commitment to playing the organ.
We are indeed blessed to have you.

Thank you John Stelzer for your financial expertise.

Thank you Nathan Tokheim and Steve Elston for keeping the
building and grounds in great shape.



